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Mass Times:  
 

Mon: Communion - Service @7am (after the 
service, the church will be closed)  

Wed/Fri: 7am  
Tues/Thurs: 9am  
Sat: 7.30am & Vigil 6pm  
Sun: 7.30am, 9.30am & 6pm  

HOLY HOUR (STARTS WITH MASS) 
FRIDAYS @7AM 

Reconciliation:  
 

Sat:  4.30PM - 5.30PM 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 

Thursday: 9.30am—5pm   
Friday:      8am—5pm 

Rosary Groups:  
 

Tue: 9.30am, Wed/Fri: 7.30am  
Cenacle: Thurs: 9.30am  

Prayer Group:  
 

Mary Mother of Sorrows:  Meetings on  
Thursdays @1pm (in recess until Feb 2023)  

Catholic Women’s League (CWL) 
 

 

Meet the 2nd Tuesday of the Month in the Fr Albert 
Lynch Room @1pm 

Baptisms:   BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Marriages:  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

THE NATIVITY  OF THE LORD,  YR  A  

BENEDICTCARE COORDINATORS:  
Anne    - 0477 284 906  (Meals) 
Lourdes   - 0402 929 391  (Visiting)   
Margaret  - 0417 933 270  (Transport) 
Elizabeth  - 9364 9386  (New Parishioners) 
Jan  - 9364 5147  (Garden/Home Help) 

PREP COORDINATOR:  Maureen Bright 
Email:  applecrossrelgedu@gmail.com 

SACRAMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Rosa Ranieri 

Email:  stbenedicts.sacraments@gmail.com 
ST BENEDICT’S YOUTH GROUP:  
Ellena: 0403 774 264 Daniel: 0466 575 037 

Pastoral Care: Yunita Lay 

Email: stbenedicts.pastoral@gmail.com  

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:  
 

 
Karl Brown,  
Marina Ciccarelli, and 
Frances  Meyerkort. 
 
 

Email contact:   
applecross.safeguarding@gmail.com 

PARISH INCLUSIVITY COORDINATOR:   
 

Bev Piche — 0467 054 168 

GOSPEL REFLECTION BY Dianne Bergant CSA 

Today the Christmas celebration gains a new depth of  

theological meaning. At midnight, the birth in history was  

proclaimed. At dawn, the initiative of God's gift was declared 
and the community's joyful gratitude was announced. In this 
third celebration, the identity of Christ and the new way of life 
that he brings is announced.  

If our eyes are open and alert, we can see that God has won a 
victory for us, one that is tangible and realised in our midst. It 
is an overwhelming victory, one that permanently conquers the 
enemy. This victory has a profound impact on every place, 
every time and every people. The birth of the infant, the king in 
David's line, promises salvation to all who long for it. This  

salvation is a new vision of wisdom, one that has been  
realised in Christ, God's agent of grace in the world. It is a new 
world, one of inclusivity and of righteous honour. It is a new 
age, one that is ushered in by the child who is leading a victory 
procession.  

Ultimately, only eyes of faith allow us to see the fullness of 
God's revelation. The glory of the infant king is the very  
presence of God made flesh. Jesus is the eternal incarnate 
Word who has pitched his tent among us. Ours is not a distant 
God; the incarnate wisdom of God is among us, and we are 
called to a change of heart that will allow us to see this  

wonder.        ©  Dianne Bergant CSA 



P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  YOUTH CORNER 
1.  Youth Mass — 14 JANUARY @6pm 

2. Youth Events are scheduled on the 1st & 3rd 

 Sundays of every month after the 6pm mass. 

 

 

 27 DECEMBER — MASS @9AM (THE 
CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED AFTER MASS) 

 6 JANUARY — FIRST FRIDAY FRIENDS 
@11AM 

 14 JANUARY — YOUTH MASS @6PM 

 26 JANUARY — AUSTRALIA DAY MASS 
@9AM 

 7 FEBRUARY — MASS OF ANOINTING 

@9AM, FOLLOWED BY MORNING TEA 

ORGANISED BY BENEDICTCARE 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following people in your prayers:   

Myrtle Nimmo, Sr Carla, Beryl Kerman, Truus  

Botman, Patrick Thomas, Ng Chai Hong, Beatrice 
Leong, Helen Overman, Shalini Saldanha, Ng Choon 
Bee, Nick Odorisio, Michelle O’Brien, Gerald Logan, Liesel Beukes 
and all others who are not included in this list. Thank you. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:  
- 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
Ernest Macleod, Placido Nardone, Victor  
Henderson, Kathleen Donnelly, Mary  
Stasinowsky, Joan Roberts, Jack Oswald, 
Maureen Court and all deceased benefactors of the  
parish and all departed family and friends. Thank You. 

2023 COLUMBAN CALENDAR ON SALE 

The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic 
Calendar, well-known for its 

traditional religious paintings and 

liturgical information and is a major  

fundraiser for Columban Missionaries.  

2023 marks the 101th edition.  

COST:  $10.00 each 

Please give the money to Fr Nelson 

or the parish office. Thank you. 

SYNOD 2023 

Harmony is an Advent theme which has also been considered for our 
Parish response to the Pope Francis-led SYNOD REVIEW.  

The Bishops of the world will meet in November 2023 to discuss Syn-
odality responses from dioceses around the world. This process com-
menced with discussion in parishes around the world. Our Australian 
bishops initiated an Australian response of which we at St Benedict’s 
through our Archdiocese prepared the following submission. Your Par-
ish Formation team welcomes any questions or comments you may 
have. 

Our response from St Benedict’s parish supports the excellent summary 
of our Plenary Council & the many papers of our various dioceses. 

Clearly, the overwhelming immediate response to the Synod discussion 
paper “Synod of Bishops: Australian Synthesis” is the similarity of the 
desires of our universal church members for their church to our Australi-
an members wishes. We at St Benedict’s parish had about 380 people 
participate actively in our Plenary Council. The process over several 
years revealed many thoughts desires & wishes of our Australian 
church members which have been systematically processed & summa-
rised by our delegates. We accept the edicts which have been written & 
standby ready to implement as soon as we reasonably can consistent 
with the Australian Bishops submission to Rome. 

We noted in the Synod paper what we believe to be cultural &/or nation-
al differences in the expressions used by some but the themes used by 
Australia seem sound & therefore worth submission in their current for-
mat for our universal church. 

Perhaps women are not presented in the Synod quite as strongly as we 
wanted but the Plenary Council allowed our Australian female delegates 
to truly represent our Australian desires strongly supported by most 
delegates other than the reactionaries. This is variable seemingly in the 
universal Church but supported by many - we think. Again this may indi-
cate various cultural differences but we Australians wanted strong rep-
resentation for & by our female members. 

For amplification we have a Formation Committee in our Parish of 8 
members who oversaw the PC process & met to determine this re-
sponse.  

 

Dear Parishioners 

With much gratitude I greet you all a blessed 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. May the 
promise of joy and hope that this Christmas 
brings be upon your homes and in your hearts. 
May the birth of Jesus Our Lord remind us al-
ways that the Emmanuel is indeed with us as a 
family and as a parish community. May the 
Word made flesh reign in our midst as we jour-
ney towards that place and future that God 
wants us to be. 

To everyone, may you have the most safe, 
peaceful and meaningful Christmas ever! 

Fr Nelson Po 

First Friday Friends will be holding their first gath-
ering for the year on Friday 6 January @11am in the 
Father Albert Lynch Room. If you have never been 
along before please think about joining us this year. 
We would love to have you. Any queries just give 
Maureen Bright a ring on 0413 831 357. 

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED FROM  

24 DECEMBER 2022 TO 3 JANUARY 2023 



Church/School Parking – Reminder 
Please park on the allotted bays in the church carpark 
and in the school carpark at Alness Street. Do not park 
on the neighbouring residents’ lawn across the 
church. Thank you. 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Mary, the Holy Mother of God, Year A 

1st: Num 6:22          Ps:  66:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

2nd: Gal 4:4-7           Gospel:  Lk 2:16-21 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R  

A R C H D I O C E S A N  N E W S  P R A Y E R  F O R  T H E  D A Y  

Presence 
At any time of the day or night we can call on Jesus. 
He is always waiting, listening for our call. 
What a wonderful blessing. 
No phone needed, no e-mails, just a whisper.  
 

Freedom 
I try to let go of concerns and worries 
that may be dragging me down at this present moment. 
I place any concerns I have in Gods hands 
- at least for these few minutes of prayer.  
 

Consciousness 
I remind myself that I am in your presence, O Lord. 
I will take refuge in your loving heart. 
You are my strength in times of weakness. 
You are my comforter in times of sorrow.  
 

Conversation 
Dear Jesus, I can open up my heart to you. 
I can tell you everything that troubles me. 
I know you care about all the concerns in my life. 
Teach me to live in the knowledge 
that you who care for me today, 
will care for me tomorrow and all the days of my life. 
  

Conclusion 
I thank God for these few moments we have spent alone 
together and for any insights I may have been given  

FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCES OCEANIA 
The Federation of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Oceania Assembly will be 
held in Fiji from 5 February to 10 February 2023. Liturgical resources and 
proposed prayers of intercession have been prepared to be included for 
liturgical celebrations each Sunday in preparation for the Assembly.  

PRAYER FOR THE ASSEMBLY 

O God, you revealed yourself in Christ Jesus 
as loving, merciful and just. 
Guide our Bishops of Oceania as they meet together 
to further Pope Francis’ call to become a listening Church. 
Open their hearts to the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
that they might truly discern and faithfully serve 
the needs of your People and your World. 
Colour our way of life and give witness to your presence among us. 
You who live and reign, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

SYNOD OF BISHOPS - CONTINENTAL STAGE 
The Church around the world has entered the Conti-
nental Stage for the Synod of Bishops on Synodality. 
Groups around the country are praying with and re-
sponding to the Document for the Continental Stage, 
which was published recently. Download prayer re-
sources, including for use in liturgies, read the docu-
ment and access the submission portal at: 
www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch 

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:  
ACN is the Pontifical Foundation dedicated to supporting the suffering and persecuted Church.  
Aid to the Church in Need is asking for support to aid our brothers and sisters who are suffering so deeply in Syria and Lebanon through our 
Christmas appeal Sharing Hope with Christians in Syria and Lebanon this Christmas. The support we are pledging to them is very much emer-
gency relief to sustain the Christian population in hope. The projects we are supporting are projects such as medical aid, 
community help and gifts for children in Lebanon, as well as support for lay faithful and accommodation for families in 
Syria.  

It is only with your help that ACN can support Christians in Lebanon and Syria this Christmas! 

To watch videos and read stories of the projects we are supporting visit www.aidtochurch.org/christmas2022 or scan the 
Qr code. 

https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail20.com/t/d-l-zskro-tdahudkq-t/
http://www.aidtochurch.org/christmas2022


R E A D I N G S  F O R  T H E  D A Y  

Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Is 9:5 

A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; 
his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

First Reading    Is 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our God. 
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who brings  
good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, proclaims  
salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen  
raise their voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord  
face to face, as he returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people,  
redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of  
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation  
of our God. 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
1. Sing a new song to the Lord  

for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,  
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 

Second Reading     Heb 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 
At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke 
to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, the last 
days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has ap-
pointed to inherit everything and through whom he made everything 
there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of 
his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and 
now that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to take 
his place in heaven at the right hand of divine  

Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels as the title which he 
has inherited is higher than their own name. 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I 
have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and 
he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into 
the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the Lord. 
Today a great light has come upon the earth.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Jn 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the begin- 
ning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had  
its being but through him. All that came to be had life in  
him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in  
the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. 

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came  
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that  
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 

The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and  
he was coming into the world. He was in the world that  
had its being through him, and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own domain and his own people did not  
accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power  
to become children of God, to all who believe in the name  
of him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the  
flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was  
made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the  
glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace  
and truth. 

John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is the  
one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before  
me because he existed before me.’ 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –   
yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was  
given through Moses, grace and truth have come through  
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only  
Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made  
him known. 

Communion Antiphon    Cf. Ps 97:3 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. 

M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  —  3 1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  &  1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  

ALTAR SOCIETY:   MRS HEATHER MCNAUGHT & MRS AYLMYR SEQUEIRA PILGRIM STATUE   BRYAN & FRANCES MEYERKORT 

COUNTERS:      TONY & YVONNE GARBIN, ROSEMARY PACKER & ROBERT BOURNE CHILDREN’S LITURGY:   — 

  SAT 6PM SUN 7.30AM SUN 9.30AM SUN 6PM 

ACOLYTE PIERRE SEQUEIRA STEVEN ROBERTSON LUKE HANDCOCK KEN BOWNES 

ALTAR SERVERS DARSHYN & DHIVYEN MANNAR 
IHINOSEN & ESEOSE 

ITOTOH 
JACKSON HANDCOCK 

COLLETE & THERESE 

ROBERTSON 

ALEX RIJKS 

COMMENTATORS AYLMYR SEQUEIRA ADELE PARSONS VERONICA AVERY BEV PICHE 

COLLECTORS 
ANTONIO VARNAKULASINGHAM 

ELIZABETH YUSTIRA 
GERRY DOYLE 

TERRY BOLAND 

ROGER BUNN 
ADRIAN DARGIE 

READERS 
COLLEEN GELDENHUYS 

ANTONIO VARNAKULASINGHAM 

FRANK GERICEVICH 

RITA ILICH 

GIULIA HARRIS 

DANIEL BARIN 

MAISIE CINANNI 

MAUREEN BRIGHT 

EMOHC 
MARIA HILL 

YVONNE GARBIN 

MONICA ANDERSON 

 

LILI ORIFICI 

JUDY PHILLIPS 

BRIAN KERMAN 

OSBOURNE D’SOUZA 


