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115 Ardross Street, Ardross WA 6153   PO Box 1831, Applecross WA 6953 
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Mass Times:  
 

Mon: Communion - Service @7am (after the 
service, the church will be closed)  

Wed/Fri: 7.00am  
Tues/Thurs: 9.00am  
Sat: 7.30am & Vigil @6pm  
Sun: 7.30am, 9.30am & 6.00pm  

HOLY HOUR (STARTS WITH MASS) 
FRIDAYS @7.00AM 

Reconciliation:  
 

Sat:  4.30PM - 5.30PM 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 

Thursday: 9.30am—5pm   
Friday:      8.00am—5pm 

Rosary Groups:  
 

Tue: 9.30am, Wed/Fri: 7.30am  
Cenacle: Thurs: 9.30am  

Prayer Group:  
 

Mary Mother of Sorrows:  Meetings on  
Thursdays @1.00pm (in recess until Feb 2023)  

Catholic Women’s League (CWL) 
 

 

Meet the 2nd Tuesday of the Month in the Fr Albert 
Lynch Room @1pm 

Baptisms:   BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Marriages:  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF  ADVENT,  YR  A  

BENEDICTCARE COORDINATORS:  
Anne    - 0477 284 906  (Meals) 
Lourdes   - 0402 929 391  (Visiting)   
Margaret  - 0417 933 270  (Transport) 
Elizabeth  - 9364 9386  (New Parishioners) 
Jan  - 9364 5147  (Garden/Home Help) 

PREP COORDINATOR:  Maureen Bright 
Email:  applecrossrelgedu@gmail.com 

SACRAMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Rosa Ranieri 

Email:  stbenedicts.sacraments@gmail.com 
ST BENEDICT’S YOUTH GROUP:  
Ellena: 0403 774 264 Daniel: 0466 575 037 

Pastoral Care: Yunita Lay 

Email: stbenedicts.pastoral@gmail.com  

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:  
 

 
Karl Brown,  
Marina Ciccarelli, and 
Frances  Meyerkort. 
 
 

Email contact:   
applecross.safeguarding@gmail.com 

PARISH INCLUSIVITY COORDINATOR:   
 

Bev Piche — 0467 054 168 

GOSPEL REFLECTION BY Fr Michael Tate 

Just Man Dreaming 

Joseph could not ignore Mary’s pregnancy, but he had an  
exceptional large-heartedness, so that he preserved a future 
for Mary even though she had apparently wronged him. 

If he had gone to sleep in a frame of mind to avenge his  
honour, he would not have been ready to have the deepest 
levels of his consciousness stirred in the way God wanted. In 
the deep sleep of a just and good man, Joseph was  
enlightened as to the divine dimension of Mary’s pregnancy. 
The old cycle of human history, literally generation after  
generation, was being broken. Something utterly new had 
happened. 

You and I are just as likely to receive an intuition as to God’s 
plan for us in the depths of sleep: who we really are, who we 
are destined to be, where we fit in to God’s plan for  
transforming the whole of creation. When we get these  
instructive moments in our sleep, what can we do when we 
wake up? We can do what Joseph did: get up and do what is 
needed to fulfil the message.  

We could pause for a moment to thank Joseph for showing 
what dreams can be made of. Tonight might be the night! 
 

©  Fr Michael Tate  



P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  YOUTH CORNER 
1.  Youth Mass — 7 JANUARY @6pm 

2. Youth Events are scheduled on the 1st & 3rd 

 Sundays of every month after the 6pm mass. 

 

 

 18 DECEMBER — PARISH CHRISTMAS MORNING TEA AFTER 
9.30AM MASS (PLEASE BRING A PLATE) 

 21 DECEMBER — ADVENT RECONCILIATION @7PM (1ST 
RITE) 

 24 DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES: 

 CHRISTMAS VIGIL OUTDOOR MASS @6PM 

 CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS @8.30PM 

 CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS @12AM 

 25 DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES @7.30AM & 
@9.30AM 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following people in your prayers:   

Myrtle Nimmo, Sr Carla, Beryl Kerman, Truus  

Botman, Patrick Thomas, Ng Chai Hong, Beatrice 
Leong, Helen Overman, Shalini Saldanha, Ng Choon 
Bee, Nick Odorisio, Michelle O’Brien, Gerald Logan, Liesel Beukes 
and all others who are not included in this list. Thank you. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:  

- 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Felisardo Lopez, Frances Rear, Allan Oakley, 
Bert Officer, Ernestine Reilly, Hazel George, 
William Darbyshire and all deceased benefactors of the 
parish and all departed family and friends. Thank You. 

2023 COLUMBAN CALENDAR ON SALE 

The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic 
Calendar, well-known for its 

traditional religious paintings and 

liturgical information and is a major  

fundraiser for Columban Missionaries.  

2023 marks the 101th edition.  

COST:  $10.00 each 

Please give the money to Fr Nelson 

or the parish office. Thank you. 

SYNOD 2023 

Harmony is an Advent theme which has also been considered for our 
Parish response to the Pope Francis-led SYNOD REVIEW.  

The Bishops of the world will meet in November 2023 to discuss Syn-
odality responses from dioceses around the world. This process com-
menced with discussion in parishes around the world. Our Australian 
bishops initiated an Australian response of which we at St Benedict’s 
through our Archdiocese prepared the following submission. Your Par-
ish Formation team welcomes any questions or comments you may 
have. 

Our response from St Benedict’s parish supports the excellent summary 
of our Plenary Council & the many papers of our various dioceses. 

Clearly, the overwhelming immediate response to the Synod discussion 
paper “Synod of Bishops: Australian Synthesis” is the similarity of the 
desires of our universal church members for their church to our Australi-
an members wishes. We at St Benedict’s parish had about 380 people 
participate actively in our Plenary Council. The process over several 
years revealed many thoughts desires & wishes of our Australian 
church members which have been systematically processed & summa-
rised by our delegates. We accept the edicts which have been written & 
standby ready to implement as soon as we reasonably can consistent 
with the Australian Bishops submission to Rome. 

We noted in the Synod paper what we believe to be cultural &/or nation-
al differences in the expressions used by some but the themes used by 
Australia seem sound & therefore worth submission in their current for-
mat for our universal church. 

Perhaps women are not presented in the Synod quite as strongly as we 
wanted but the Plenary Council allowed our Australian female delegates 
to truly represent our Australian desires strongly supported by most 
delegates other than the reactionaries. This is variable seemingly in the 
universal Church but supported by many - we think. Again this may indi-
cate various cultural differences but we Australians wanted strong rep-
resentation for & by our female members. 

For amplification we have a Formation Committee in our Parish of 8 
members who oversaw the PC process & met to determine this re-
sponse.  

BENEDICTCARE COORDINATORS NEEDED 

BenedictCare is the Applecross Parish Pastoral Care 
Program. This Care Program is comprised of Coordi-
nators and Volunteers who provide short term emer-
gency care for people in need within the community in 
practical areas such as meals, transport, home help, 
handyman/gardening and visiting. 

We are seeking a dynamic person/people to join the 
team of Coordinators responsible for this program. 
The Coordinators’ duties include making phone con-
tact with Volunteers, allocating tasks, organising ros-
ters and reporting to a two-monthly meeting. The role 
would suit friendly, caring parishioners who have 
some spare time and who would like to become more 
fully engaged in parish life. For further information, 
contact Margaret Handyside 0417 933 270 or  
Fr Nelson after mass. 

ADVENT APPEAL FOR UKRAINE 

 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is sup-
porting a special Advent appeal for the people of 
Ukraine, following a request from Bishop Mykola By-
chok CSsR, Eparch of Sts Peter and Paul for the Ukraini-
an Catholic Church in Australia.  

Collections in dioceses, eparchies and parishes on the 
Second and/or Third Sunday of Advent will support 
Mudra Sprava (Wise Action), a Patriarchal Charitable 
Foundation in Ukraine.  

The organisation has three focus areas: Evacuation of 
people from frontline territories; Food packages for 
people in need; Shelters for internally displaced per-
sons. Find out more at: www.catholic.au 

We will allocate the 2nd Collection this weekend for this 
purpose. Thank you. 

https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail19.com/t/d-l-zjksik-tdahudkq-yd/
https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail19.com/t/d-l-zjksik-tdahudkq-w/


Church/School Parking – Reminder 
Please park on the allotted bays in the church carpark 
and in the school carpark at Alness Street. Do not park 
on the neighbouring residents’ lawn across the 
church. Thank you. 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: The Nativity of the Lord, Year A (Day) 

1st: Is 52:7-10           Ps:  97:1-6 

2nd: Heb 1:1-6           Gospel:  Jn 1:1-18 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R  

A R C H D I O C E S A N  N E W S  P R A Y E R  F O R  T H E  D A Y  

Presence 
The more we call on God, the more we can feel God's pres-
ence. Day by day we are drawn closer to the loving heart of 
God.  
Freedom 
Your death on the cross has set me free. I can live joyously 
and freely, without fear of death. Your mercy knows no 
bounds.  
Consciousness 
Jesus, You are always there waiting for me. Grant that I 
may be still more often. That I may always desire to spend 
time in your presence. To know Your peace, Your love.  
Conversation 
I begin to talk to Jesus about the piece of scripture I have 
just read. What part of it strikes a chord in me? Perhaps 
the words of a friend - or some story I have heard recently 
- will slowly rise to the surface in my consciousness. If so, 
does the story throw light on what the scripture passage 
may be trying to say to me?  
Conclusion 
I thank God for these few moments we have spent alone 
together and for any insights I may have been given con-
cerning the text.  

FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCES OCEANIA 
The Federation of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Oceania Assembly will be 
held in Fiji from 5 February to 10 February 2023. Liturgical resources and 
proposed prayers of intercession have been prepared to be included for 
liturgical celebrations each Sunday in preparation for the Assembly.  

PRAYER FOR THE ASSEMBLY 
O God, you revealed yourself in Christ Jesus 
as loving, merciful and just. 
Guide our Bishops of Oceania as they meet together 
to further Pope Francis’ call to become a listening Church. 
Open their hearts to the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
that they might truly discern and faithfully serve 
the needs of your People and your World. 
Colour our way of life and give witness to your presence among us. 
You who live and reign, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

SYNOD OF BISHOPS - CONTINENTAL STAGE 
The Church around the world has entered the Conti-
nental Stage for the Synod of Bishops on Synodality. 
Groups around the country are praying with and re-
sponding to the Document for the Continental Stage, 
which was published recently. Download prayer re-
sources, including for use in liturgies, read the docu-
ment and access the submission portal at: 
www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch 

CHRISTMAS ROSTERS 

Sign up sheets are at the entrance of the Church for 
parishioners to volunteer for the different duties 
which make our Christmas celebrations a wonderful 
experience for all.  

Please write your name on the sheet for the Mass 
that you will be attending. Your help and support is 
much appreciated. Thank You.  

CHRISTMAS EVE OUTDOOR FAMILY MASS 2022 
NATIVITY PLAY 

We are inviting children from our parish to  participate in the Gospel re-
enactment during the Christmas Eve Outdoor Family Mass. There are 
no speaking parts, so no requirement to learn any lines. If your child 
would like to be involved, please contact the Parish office on 08 9364 
1120.  

Rehearsal dates: Sunday, 18 December after the 9.30am Mass and 
Saturday 24 December @8am. 

CHAIRS/RUGS/WRAPS 
Please remember to bring along your own chairs or rugs to sit on and 
a wrap to keep yourselves warm if the weather turns cool.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — CHRISTMAS MASSES 

We need volunteers to help in setting up for the 
Outdoor Family Mass. 

If you are free on Saturday, 24 December 2022 @8am, 
please join us. 

https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail20.com/t/d-l-zskro-tdahudkq-t/


R E A D I N G S  F O R  T H E  D A Y  

Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Is 45:8 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

First Reading    Is 7:10-14 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The virgin will conceive. 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign 
for yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the 
heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the 
test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: 
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 
without trying the patience of my God, too? 
The Lord himself, therefore, 
will give you a sign. 
It is this: the maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to a son 
whom she will call Immanuel, 
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10 

(R.) Let the Lord enter; 
he is king of glory. 

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  
the world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm. (R.) 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The man with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless things. (R.) 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord  
and reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the men who seek him, 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.) 

Second Reading     Rom 1:1-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an 
apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good News that  

God promised long ago through his prophets in the scrip-
tures. This news is about the Son of God, who, according 
to the human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it 
is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spir-
it, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 
of God in all his power through his resurrection from the 
dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic 
mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan na-
tions in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, 
and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who 
are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and 
peace. 

Gospel Acclamation    Mt 1:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A virgin will give birth to a son; 
his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 1:18-24  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of 
David. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live to-
gether she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and 
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her infor-
mally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him 
Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people 
from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 
and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke 
up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he 
took his wife to his home. 

Communion Antiphon    Is 7:14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  —  2 4  A N D  2 5  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

ALTAR SOCIETY:   VERONICA SOEGANDHI PILGRIM STATUE:  ROB & JACQUIE HERON 

COUNTERS:      MEGAN DOWLING, LYNLEY BIANCUZZO, ANTONELLA HENDERSON & CHRISTIE STIPINOVIC CHILDREN’S LITURGY:   — 

 Outdoor 6pm Midnight 7.30am 9.30am Vigil 8.30pm 

Acolyte HELP NEEDED X 2 HELP NEEDED X 1 Bryan Meyerkort Michael Taranto HELP NEEDED X 1 

Altar Server Helena Han 
Christian Vinci 

Christopher Xanthis 

Darshyn Mannar 
Dhivyen Mannar 

HELP NEEDED X 1 

HELP NEEDED X 2 Estela, Amelia & Isabelle 
Taranto 

HELP NEEDED X 4 

Reader 1st–Truman Han 
2nd-Daniel Vinci 

POF-Jonathan Vinci 

HELP NEEDED X 2 Monica Anderson 
Gay Pulker 

 

Marina Ciccarelli 
Norma Woodcock 

Barbie Naughtin 
Maisie Cinanni 

EMOHC Joe & Maisie Cinanni 
Bryan Lillis 

Carmel Rechichi 
HELP NEEDED X 6 

HELP NEEDED X 2 Mildred Rego 
Frances Meyerkort 
HELP NEEDED X 1 

Melissa Trolio 
Margaret Sandford 
HELP NEEDED X 2 

Margaret Handyside 
HELP NEEDED X 1 

Collector/ 

Usher 

Louis Bove 
Joe & Maisie Cinanni 

Maria Nardone 
HELP NEEDED X 6 

Chris Joseph 
HELP NEEDED X 1 

HELP NEEDED X 2 Elizabeth Few 
HELP NEEDED X 1 

N/A 


