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Mass Times:  
 

Mon: Communion - Service @7am (after the 
service, the church will be closed)  

Wed/Fri: 7.00am  
Tues/Thurs: 9.00am  
Sat: 7.30am & Vigil @6pm  
Sun: 7.30am, 9.30am & 6.00pm  

HOLY HOUR (STARTS WITH MASS) 
FRIDAYS @7.00AM 

Reconciliation:  
 

Sat:  4.30PM - 5.30PM 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 

Thursday: 9.30am—5pm   
Friday:      8.00am—5pm 

Rosary Groups:  
 

Tue: 9.30am, Wed/Fri: 7.30am  
Cenacle: Thurs: 9.30am  

Prayer Group:  
 

Mary Mother of Sorrows:  Meetings on  
Thursdays @1.00pm (in recess until Feb 2023)  

Catholic Women’s League (CWL) 
 

 

Meet the 2nd Tuesday of the Month in the Fr Albert 
Lynch Room @1pm 

Baptisms:   BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Marriages:  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

SECOND SUNDAY OF  ADVENT,  YR  A  

BENEDICTCARE COORDINATORS:  
Anne    - 0477 284 906  (Meals) 
Lourdes   - 0402 929 391  (Visiting)   
Margaret  - 0417 933 270  (Transport) 
Elizabeth  - 9364 9386  (New Parishioners) 
Jan  - 9364 5147  (Garden/Home Help) 

PREP COORDINATOR:  Maureen Bright 
Email:  applecrossrelgedu@gmail.com 

SACRAMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Rosa Ranieri 

Email:  stbenedicts.sacraments@gmail.com 
ST BENEDICT’S YOUTH GROUP:  
Ellena: 0403 774 264 Daniel: 0466 575 037 

Pastoral Care: Yunita Lay 

Email: stbenedicts.pastoral@gmail.com  

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:  
 

 
Karl Brown,  
Marina Ciccarelli, and 
Frances  Meyerkort. 
 
 

Email contact:   
applecross.safeguarding@gmail.com 

PARISH INCLUSIVITY COORDINATOR:   
 

Bev Piche — 0467 054 168 

GOSPEL REFLECTION BY Dianne Bergant CSA 

Today’s readings are like Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. The bibli-
cal authors sketch profiles of individuals after whom we can mod-
el our lives as we embark on our pilgrimage to eschatological ful-
filment.  Isaiah depicts the righteous messianic king; Paul pro-
vides us with a glimpse of Jesus, the one who ministers to all; 
and Matthew describes John the Baptist, the prophet who pre-
pared for the Advent of Christ. 

The gifts Isaiah attributes to the messianic king are the same gifts 
that we receive with the anointing of the Spirit: wisdom, under-
standing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the 
Lord. The image of the messianic king may have been fulfilled in 
Jesus, but it is also offered to us as a model after which we can 
pattern our lives. 

Paul declares that Christ came for all. Just as the Canterbury ta-
les describe pilgrims of all backgrounds and characters, so our 
companions on the pilgrimage come from diverse circumstances. 
Since the invitation was extended to all, we are expected to wel-
come all.  Some of Chaucer’s characters were quite unpleasant, 
but they were part of the group. Many of the people to whom Je-
sus ministered were quite unpleasant, but this did not deter him. 
His example is set before us today. 

John the Baptist lived a life of radical self-denial, but he did not 
require this of others. He preached repentance or change of 
heart, not a rejection of the circumstances of life. He called for a 
return to righteousness, to relationships rooted in honesty and 
respect. He condemned presumption and arrogant reliance on 
one’s religious origin, complacency and the shirking of responsi-
bility, disinterest in the welfare of others. 
 

© Dianne Bergant CSA  



P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  YOUTH CORNER 
1.  Youth Mass — 10 December @6pm 

2. Youth Events are scheduled on the 1st & 3rd 

 Sundays of every month after the 6pm mass. 

 

 

 6 DECEMBER — MASS OF ANOINTING @9AM 

 10 DECEMBER — BUSY BEE @8-11AM 

 10 DECEMBER — YOUTH MASS @6PM 

 21 DECEMBER — ADVENT RECONCILIATION @7PM (1ST 
RITE) 

 24 DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES: 

 CHRISTMAS VIGIL OUTDOOR MASS @6PM 

 CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS @8.30PM 

 CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS @12AM 

 25 DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES @7.30AM & 
@9.30AM 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following people in your prayers:   

Myrtle Nimmo, Sr Carla, Beryl Kerman, Truus  

Botman, Patrick Thomas, Ng Chai Hong, Beatrice 
Leong, Helen Overman, Shalini Saldanha, Ng Choon 
Bee, Nick Odorisio, Michelle O’Brien, Gerald Logan, Liesel Beukes 
and all others who are not included in this list. Thank you. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:  

Mr David Clarke  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Ama Alba, Lucy MacLeod, Robert Malone, 
Thomas Spalding, Anna Maria Bortolotti 
and all deceased benefactors of the parish 
and all departed family and friends. Thank You. 

 

2023 COLUMBAN CALENDAR ON SALE 

The Columban Art Calendar is an iconic 
Catholic Calendar, well-known for its 

traditional religious paintings and 

liturgical information and is a major  

fundraiser for Columban Missionaries.  

2023 marks the 101th edition.  

COST:  $10.00 each 

Please give the money to Fr Nelson 

or the parish office. Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS  
If you need Christmas cards highlighting the real meaning of Christ-
mas – Vinnies has the cards for you! We have packs of 5 quali-
ty Christmas cards at a price of $5 per pack. These will be for sale 
in the Church foyer at the end of both the Saturday evening vigil 
Mass and the 9.30am Sunday Mass – until they are all sold.  
NEW MEMBERS SOUGHT  
Do you want to help in some way but don’t know how? Why not join 
Vinnies? Give it a try – it just might work for you and apart from 
making some good like-minded friends, you will contribute to the 
lives of others in a very significant way. It’s not just about food ham-
pers. The life skills you have can be a real help. Our conference 
meets fortnightly at the Church. If you can’t come to every meeting 
– not a problem – but just come to one and see if you like us. 
Phone Clare: 0406 973 595.   

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH SURVEY 

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) conducted a Parish Survey last 
weekend. The Survey forms are still available on the two entrance 
tables. If you still wish to complete them, please do so before or 
after mass. Once completed, please return them to Fr Nelson.  

Here is the online link for those who wish to complete the survey 
via online: https://forms.office.com/r/R62Pr2zsYZ. Thank you. 

Christmas Eve and Midnight Mass Choir Invitation 

Choir rehearsals begin next Wednesday evening, 

7th December from 7.30pm to 9.30 pm in the Church 

for our 6.00pm Outdoor Christmas Eve Vigil Mass and 

Midnight Mass. Rehearsals will continue each Wednes-

day evening until Christmas. 

You are warmly invited to join us in the Choir for either 

or both Masses. Christmas is a great time to start with 

us and a wonderful way to prepare for the Birth of Je-

sus, away from all the stress of shopping, cooking and 

end-of-year parties. Music reading is not essential, alt-

hough you will pick it up along the way. 

Please contact Deborah Searson through the Church 

Office with any queries.  

The St Benedict’s Craft Group would like to thank all who so gener-
ously supported our recent Craft Fair. Together we raised $2,538 
which will be donated to the St Vincent de Paul Society.  

Raffle winners: 1st prize: Jahjah, 2nd prize: Margaret Handyside & 
3rd prize: Jim Galvin. 

The craft group will be taking a break over summer. We will recom-
mence on Wednesday 1st February 2023 at 9.15am in the Father 
Albert Lynch room. Please consider joining us. No crafting experi-
ence necessary.  

CHRISTMAS ROSTERS 

Sign up sheets are now available at the back of the 
Church, for parishioners to volunteer for the different 
duties which make our Christmas celebrations a won-
derful experience for all.  

Please write your name on the sheet for the Mass that 
you will be attending. Your help and support is much 
appreciated. Thank You.  

https://forms.office.com/r/R62Pr2zsYZ


Church/School Parking – Reminder 
Please park on the allotted bays in the church carpark 
and in the school carpark at Alness Street. Do not park 
on the neighbouring residents’ lawn across the 
church. Thank you. 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Third Sunday of Advent, Year A 

1st: Is 35:1-6, 10          Ps:  145:6-10 

2nd: James 5:7-10        Gospel:  Mt 11:2-11 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R  

A R C H D I O C E S A N  N E W S  P R A Y E R  F O R  T H E  D A Y   
 

Presence 
"I stand at the door and knock," says the Lord. 
What a wonderful privilege that the Lord of all creation 
desires to come to me. I welcome His presence.  
Freedom 
Lord, I let go of the worries, resentments and fears 
That I can sometimes hold on to so tightly. 
Let me open my hands and my heart to receive freely 
All the gifts that I need at this time.  
Consciousness 
Grant, O Lord, that I may be conscious 
and grateful for all the good things you have given to me. 
May I share my blessings with others always.  
Conversation 
Sometimes I wonder what I might say if I were to meet 
you in person Lord. I think I might say "Thank You Lord" 
for always being there for me. I know with certainty 
there were times when you carried me, Lord. 
When it was through your strength I got through the 
dark times in my life.  
Conclusion 
I thank God for these few moments we have spent alone 
together and for any insights I may have been given con-
cerning the text.  

15 Dec ONLINE SAFEGUARDING INDUCTION FOR ALL CHURCH WORKERS 
All church workers (volunteers or paid) are invited to attend an online safe-
guarding induction on Thursday 15 December at 7pm. A church worker is any-
one in the parish in any role, paid or voluntary. The session will cover Safe-
guarding Policies and Procedures, the importance of Safeguarding in the par-
ish and the role of the Parish Safeguarding Officer. To register please visit: 
www.safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au. 
23 Dec HANDEL’S MESSIAH CONCERT 
St Patrick’s Basilica, Fremantle will be hosting a performance of Handel’s Mes-
siah on Friday 23 December 7.30pm. The performers are Perth Chamber Sing-
ers and Perth Baroque Players.  Conductor: Margaret Pride and Concert Mas-
ter Paul Wright. Tickets:  Trybooking.com/CCZQQ. Further info; 
mcalyn@it.net.au. 

 

Catholic Archdiocese of Perth-Employment Opportunities  
The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has a number of employ-
ment opportunities available for suitably qualified persons 
to join their team and continue the good work of the 
Church. For details, refer to  
https://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Employment.htm. 
For a copy of the Job Description and to submit your appli-
cation please email: recruitment@perthcatholic.org.au  
 Manager, Wellbeing, Health and Safety - Permanent, Full

-Time (listed on SEEK) 
 Manager, Executive Services (Episcopal Services) - Per-

manent, Full-Time (listed on SEEK) 
 Coordinator, Wellbeing, Health and Safety – Permanent, 

Full-Time 
 Finance Officer – Fixed Term (12 Months) Full-Time 
 Systems Accountant – Fixed Term (12 Months) Full-Time. 

 

SYNOD OF BISHOPS - CONTINENTAL STAGE 
The Church around the world has entered the Continental 
Stage for the Synod of Bishops on Synodality. Groups 
around the country are praying with and responding to 
the Document for the Continental Stage, which was pub-
lished recently. Download prayer resources, including for 
use in liturgies, read the document and access the sub-
mission portal at: www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch 

Chaplets of the Divine Mercy.  
A beautiful, prayerful, sung devotion held at St Thomas More 
Catholic Church, Dean Road Bateman, on the second Wednesday 
of each month. The last devotion for the year will be held on 
Wednesday 14th December 2022 commencing at 7.30pm.   
As it is the last devotion for the year, it will be followed by re-
freshments, so please bring along a plate of finger foods to share 
commencing at 7.30 pm. Enquiries to George Lopez on 0419 910 039. 

THANK YOU FROM CATHOLIC MISSION 

The total amount donated by the Applecross Parish 
for the 2022 Appeal was $2,556.50. Thank you for 
your generous response to this year’s Catholic Mission Appeal. 

https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail20.com/t/d-l-zykljid-tdahudkq-jt/
https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail20.com/t/d-l-zykljid-tdahudkq-jk/
mailto:mcalyn@it.net.au
https://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Employment.htm
mailto:recruitment@perthcatholic.org.au
https://archdioceseofperthcommunicationsoffice.cmail20.com/t/d-l-zskro-tdahudkq-t/


R E A D I N G S  F O R  T H E  D A Y  

Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Is 30:19,30 

O people of Sion, behold,  

the Lord will come to save the nations, 

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  

in the joy of your heart. 

First Reading    Is 11:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his  
roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and  
insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and  
of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hear 
say, but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equity gives  
a verdict for the poor of the land. His word is a rod that strikes  
the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,  
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.  
The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the co 
bra's hole; into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country 
is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell  
the sea. That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to  
the peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its home will  
be  glorious. 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ev-
er. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 

Second Reading     Rom 15:4-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Christ, the hope of all people. 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was  

meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 
scripture gives of how people who did not give up were 
helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to 
give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following 
the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other 
in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason 
Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only 
so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to 
the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I 
shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name. 

Gospel Acclamation    Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 3:1-12  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were bap-
tised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But 
when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned 
you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume 
to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” be-
cause, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from 
these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the 
trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will bap-
tise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that 
will never go out.’ 

Communion Antiphon    Bar 5:5; 4:36 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 

and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  —  1 0  A N D  1 1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

ALTAR SOCIETY:   MRS C DALLA COSTA, MRS A NANKIVELL, MRS C & MISS F VALLINI PILGRIM STATUE:  MAY ARNOLD 

COUNTERS:      BARRY FARRELL & KEVIN WRINGE CHILDREN’S LITURGY:   — 

  SAT 6PM SUN 7.30AM SUN 9.30AM SUN 6PM 

ACOLYTE SIMON CARRICK MIKE KILROE DOMINIC LONGO ROB PAUL 

ALTAR SERVERS 
DAVID & DANYCKA FERNANDES 

DOMINIC DE FELICE 

IHINOSEN & ESEOSE 

ITOTOH 

CHARMAINE VOGLER 

MICHAEL SARAVANAN 

SACHA AUTON, LUCY & 

MEG LOMMA & ALEX RIJKS 

COMMENTATORS YOUTH  ADELE PARSON CHRIS HACKETT MAUREEN BRIGHT 

COLLECTORS YOUTH JAMES GALVIN 
ROGER BUNN 

LILI ORIFICI 

JOE CINANNI 

CHRIS JOSEPH 

READERS YOUTH 
JACQUIE HERON 

SALLY HOBDAY 

MARINA CICCARELLI 

PAUL CICCARELLI 

BRIAN KERMAN 

STEVEN CLEMENTS 

EMOHC YOUTH JUDY LEE 
TERET BROCKWAY 

MOIRA BUNN 

JILL NORTON 

KEVIN AUTON 


