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W E E K LY SE RV IC ES
Mass Times:
Mon: Communion - Service @ 7am
Wed/Fri: 7.00am
Tues/Thurs: 9.00am
Sat: 7.30am & Vigil @ 6pm
Sun: 7.30am, 9.30am & 6.00pm

Reconciliation:
Sat: 4.30PM-5.30PM

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Mon: 7.30am—5pm
Tues/Thurs: 9.30am— 5pm
Wed/Fri: 7.30am—5pm
Sat: 8am—12noon

Rosary Groups:
STOPPED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Prayer Group:
Mary Mother of Sorrows: Meetings on
Thursdays @ 1.00pm
Catholic Women’s League (CWL)
Meet the 2nd Tuesday of the Month in the
Fr Albert Lynch Room @ 1.30pm

Baptisms: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Marriages: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
BENEDICTCARE CO-ORDINATORS
Anne 0477 284 906 (Meals)
Lourdes - 0402 929 391 (Visiting)
Margaret - 9364 8146 (Transport & Home
Help/Garden/Handyman)
Elizabeth - 9364 9386 (New Parishioners)
PREP CO-ORDINATOR: Maureen Bright
Email: applecrossrelgedu@gmail.com
SACRAMENTAL CO-ORDINATOR: Rosa Ranieri
Email: stbenedicts.sacraments@gmail.com
ST BENEDICT’S YOUTH GROUP: Emily Hardbottle
Email: stbenesyouth@gmail.com

3 3R D S UN DAY O F O R D IN A RY T IME , Y EA R A
REFLECTION BY GREG SUNTER
This week’s gospel is a very familiar parable and one that is often
used with students and young people. It is generally used as an
encouragement to make the most of the gifts and skills that the listeners possess. It is rarely, however, placed in its context as part of the
full Chapter 25 lesson about the time of waiting and preparation for the
coming of the Lord and the Christian life.
Again, the story is presented as a parable of the Kingdom – a glimpse
into the right order of things in the realised Kingdom. A very wealthy
master entrusts his considerable assets to his servants to manage in
his absence. The three servants were allocated money, ‘each in
proportion to his ability’. The emphasis of the parable is on what each
servant did with the funds they were allotted. They were charged with
managing the money in the place of their master; acting in their
master’s place to further develop his wealth.
Like all of Jesus’ parables, this one has a sting in the tail. Although the
third servant has done nothing illegal or corrupt, he is very harshly
dealt with. His crime is laziness! He was given a great opportunity to
demonstrate his abilities and yet he shied away and returned to his
master exactly what had been entrusted to him, unimproved. The
author of Matthew’s gospel uses this parable to shock the audience
out of complacency. They cannot rely solely on the promised return of
the Lord, they must continue to act on Jesus’ message and work to
bring about the Kingdom in their own lives. Those who fail to act,
leaving everything to the work of God, are as bad as the lazy servant
who failed to grasp an extraordinary opportunity.
Living the Gospel – ‘To everyone who has will be given more.’
The parable of the talents is sometimes misused to validate an overemphasis on material wealth in many Western societies. There can be
an attitude that says ‘more is better’; that possessions are a sign of
success. Such advocates point to the favour bestowed on the servants
who doubled their money and the punishment dealt to the lazy servant
who simply returned to his master what he was given. Proponents of
the increasingly popular ‘gospel
of prosperity’ hold that God
wants Christians to be materially
and financially rich and that their
wealth is proof of God’s love.
This stands in stark contrast to
Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom.
© Greg Sunter

HOLY HOUR & BENEDICTION
FRIDAYS @ 7.30AM
115 Ardross Street, Ardross WA 6153
PO Box 1831, Applecross, 6953
Tel: 9364 1120
Fax: 9316 9587
E: admin@stbenedicts.net.au
www.stbenedicts.net.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StBenesApplecross/
Parish Priest: Fr Nelson Po
Admin Officer: Colleen Geldenhuys

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:
Karl Brown, Marina Ciccarelli, Frances
Meyerkort, Alana Coffey, Ondine
Komnick, Rodney Dowling
Email contact:
applecross.safeguarding@gmail.com

R EA D IN G S FO R T H E DAY
Entrance Antiphon: Jer 29:11,12,14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You
will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your
captives from every place.

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear
much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Mt 25:14-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of
the Lord.
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another
two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.
The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded
with them and made five more. The man who had received two made
two more in the same way. But the man who had received one went
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now a
long time after, the master of those servants came back and went
through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five
talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 127:1-5. R. v.1
me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” His master
(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord.
said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By
you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come
the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and
and join in your master’s happiness.” Next the man with the two talprosper. (R.)
ents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two talents;
2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your
here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well
children like shoots of the olive, around your table. (R.)
done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful
3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. May
in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your
the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all the days of master’s happiness.” Last came forward the man who had the one
your life. (R.)
talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
Second Reading: 1 Thes 5:1-6
scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master anThe day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night.
swered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers,
about ‘times and seasons’, since you know very well that the Day of where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well
then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on
the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when people
my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now,
are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly
take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talhappens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman;
ents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have
and there will be no way for anybody to evade it.
more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to
overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of the will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him
day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth.”’
go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and
sober.
Communion Antiphon: Ps 72:28
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation: Jn 15:4. 5
Alleluia, alleluia!

First Reading: Prv 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31

A reading from the book of Proverbs
Give her a share in what she has worked for.
A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the price of
pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, from her he will
derive no little profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the
days of her life. She is always busy with wool and with flax, she
does her work with eager hands. She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor,
she opens her arms to the needy. Charm is deceitful, and beauty
empty; the woman who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a
share in what her hands have worked for, and let her works tell her
praises at the city gates.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE - 21 & 22 NOVEMBER 2020
SAT 6PM

SUN 7.30AM

SUN 9.30AM

SUN 6PM

ACOLYTE

C CARDOSO

B FARRELL

M TARANTO

M WELSH

ALTAR SERVERS

J & d setiawan

L & C WOUTS
C XANTHIS

S AUTON
M LOMMA

COMMENTATORS

R STEENKAMP

E MUENCHOW

V AVERY

M CINANNI

COLLECTORS

T GARBIN
B NEWMAN

G DOYLE

E FEW
J HOWARD

C JOSEPH
P BELVISO

READERS

A SEQUEIRA
S SALDANHA

J HERON
S HOBDAY

A RYAN
P SEARSON

C RAMAN
P ROBERTSON

EMOCH

F MEYERKORT
C CARDOSO

J HERON
A SCOTT

A GOMES
K DWYER

D ARTINGSTALL
C COSTIN

ALTAR SOCIETY: WEDDING

PILGRIM STATUE: C & T RECHICHI

COUNTERS: H OAKLEY, J TAN, A BANKS, J LITTLE & B O’BRIEN

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: NO LITURGY DURING COVID19

ALTAR SERVER
TRAINING
MONDAY, 30 NOV AT
4PM

PARISH NOTICES








If you are interested in
becoming an Altar Server, please complete the
registration form at the
back of the church and
return ASAP.
This training is also open
the current servers and a
Thank You Pack will be
given to all.

21 & 22 NOV—PARISH REPORT WEEKEND
29 NOV—PARISH MORNING TEA AFTER
9.30AM MASS
30 NOV—ALTAR SERVER’S TRAINING
4 DEC—FIRST FRIDAY FRIENDS
5 DEC—YOUTH GROUP XMAS GATHERING
5 & 6 DEC—CRAFT GROUP XMAS STALL

The Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for Lifelink is being held throughout
the Archdiocese this weekend. If you did not collect Archbishop
Costelloe’s personal letter at Mass last weekend, please collect one as
you leave and read his message or use one of the special giving
envelopes which have been provided on the pews today.
We urge you to give generous support to help the work of our
Archdiocesan social service agencies and help people in need.
You can mail your gift in the reply paid envelope provided or return
your envelope & donation to the parish at any time over the coming
weeks. Thank You.

CHILDREN’S CORNER

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Tom Lyons, Myrtle Nimmo, Winifred Trinidad, Sr
Carla, Beryl Kerman, Truus Botman, Eric Walsh, Sim
Tan, Norman Thomas, Ng Chai Hong and all others
who are not included in this list.

PLEASE PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
ANNIVERSARIES: Joyce Stockden, Judy
Lange, Bill Gummer, Bill Reilly, Maria Daglish,
Elizabeth Ritchie, all deceased benefactors of
the parish and all departed family and friends.
Thank You.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
Presence
16 Nov ADULT FAITH FOUNDATIONAL PROGRAMME – PART 3 - ON
EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN: THE LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS
Monday, 7pm to 8.30pm, Newman Siena Centre (Clune Lecture
Theatre) and online. As a pathway for the growth of our spiritual life
laid out by the Church, the Liturgy and the Sacraments contribute to
strengthening our relationship with God. However, for too many of
us, they remain largely unexplained or in need of unpacking. This
course will bring participants into a deeper understanding of the
Liturgy and the Sacraments of the Church, with a particular focus on
developing a stronger awareness of their purpose and impact in our
lives. Over four terms, this four-part foundational programme will
cover core topics of the Catholic tradition such as Church, the call to
holiness liturgy, sacraments, Scriptures, missionary discipleship.
CEWA Ongoing Renewal: this course has been approved for
Knowledge. Suggested donation: $15. Presenter: Dr Margaret
Scharf OP. Further info or to register, visit http://cfe.org.au/courses
-and-events/, email cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or 08 9241 5221.
17 Nov to 24 Nov A JOURNEY THROUGH THE OUR FATHER:
ADVENT PREPARATION WITH THE PRAYER OF CHRIST, THE SON
Tuesdays, 10am to 11.30am, Newman Siena Centre (Clune Lecture
Theatre) and online. Advent and Christmas are on their way! Christ
'became flesh and dwelt amongst us' to bring us to God, the Father.
As we approach advent, this course will walk participants through
the meaning of the statements and petitions we make in the Our
Father, the essential prayer Christ gave us. Utilising the reflections
of Pope Francis, Pope Benedict XVI, theologians, saints and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, you will discover how Christ gave
us the Our Father to ‘form our inner being, to train us in His inner
attitude’ toward the Father (Pope Benedict XVI). Please note, this
course will also be held in the evening as an online course. CEWA
Ongoing Renewal: this course has been approved for Faith
Formation. Cost: $30. Presenter: Natalie Thomas. Further info or to
register, visit http://cfe.org.au/courses-and-events/, email
cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or call 08 9241 5221.
18 Nov to 25 Nov MODERN CHURCH HISTORY: FROM THE
ENLIGHTENMENT TO VATICAN II: THE CHURCH IN THE MODERN
WORLD AND THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL PT 2
Wednesdays, 10am to 11.30am, Newman Siena Centre (Clune
Lecture Theatre) and online. This course ventures into the post-war
period and explores the Catholic Church’s relationship with the
modern world. Beginning with an assessment of the Church in Australia and Western Australia, the course will consider the importance of the Second Vatican Council as, its primary documents
and their relevance for our formation today. CEWA Ongoing Renewal: this course has been approved for Knowledge. Cost: $40.
Presenter: Dr Marco Ceccarelli Further info or to register, visit
http://cfe.org.au/courses-and-events/, email
cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or 08 9241 522.

Weekly Reflections and Prayers with Norma Woodcock
Weekly Reflections—Sunday Readings with Norma
Woodcock
https://normawoodcock.com/sundayreading
Weekly Prayers—Prayers & Teachings with Norma
Woodcock
https://normawoodcock.com/youtube
[approx. 4-6 mins each—Cost—Free of charge]
Google—Norma Woodcock YouTube Channel
www.normawoodcock.com or Visit Norma on Facebook

Dear Lord help me to be open to you for this time as I put
aside the cares of this world. Fill my thoughts with your
peace, your love.

Freedom
Lord grant me the grace to have freedom of the spirit.
Cleanse my heart and soul so I may live joyously in your love.

Consciousness
Lord, you gave me the night to rest in sleep. In my waking
hours may I not forget your goodness to me. Guide me to
share your blessings with others.
The Word of God

Retreat Experience on
Inner Peace In Divine Love
A Retreat based on one of four ‘First
Spiritual Exercises’ by St Ignatius of
Loyola

First meeting for all attendees:
Sunday, 15 November; 7pm-8.30pm
Venue: St Benedict’s Catholic Church

Congratulations to all
candidates who made their
Confirmation last Saturday,
may they always be strengthened by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Church dedicates the entire month of November
to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. During this entire month, we
pray for the souls of the faithful departed, especially those
whom we have known and loved. Monies received are treated
in the same way as the 1st Collection, which is that they go
towards supporting the priests and parishes in the Archdiocese
as well Archbishop, Vicar
General, Chancellor and
Clergy Retirement Foundation.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: CHRIST THE KING
1st:
2nd:
Gospel:

Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17
1 Cor 15:20-26, 28
Mt 25:31-46

‘Remember your loved ones.’

