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4th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, YR A

Entrance Antiphon: Ps 105:47
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you.

First Reading: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find shelter
on the day of the anger of the Lord. In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, and those who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue will no longer be found in their mouths.
But they will be able to graze and rest with no one to disturb them.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 145:7-10. R. Mt 5:3
(R.)

Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Second Reading: 1 Cor 1:26-31
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you were called: how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the word, how many
were influential people, or came from noble families? No, it was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by human reckoning,
and to shame what is strong that he chose what is weak by human reckoning; those whom the world thinks common and contemptible
are the ones that God has chosen – those who are nothing at all to show up those who are everything. The human race has nothing to
boast about to God, but you, God has made members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he has become our wisdom, and our virtue,
and our holiness, and our freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let him boast about the Lord.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Mt 5:12
Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad; Your reward will be great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Mt 5:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he
taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they
shall be called sons of God. Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Happy are you
when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward will be great in heaven.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

Communion Antiphon:

Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ
Cf. Ps 30:17-18

Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I call on you.

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS
Please fill-in a Membership Form which is available from the turn stand in the foyer of the Church and post or
hand-in to the Parish Office. Thank you
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PARISH ROSTERS— 4 & 5 FEBRUARY 2017

Mon: Communion Service @ 7am
Wed/Fri: 7.00am
Tues/Thurs: 9.00am
Sat: 7.30am
Sat Vigil: 6.00pm
Sun: 7.30am, 9.30am & 6.00pm

SAT: 6PM

SUN: 7.30AM

SUN:9.30AM

SUN: 6PM

ACOLYTE

B. MEYERKORT

S. ROBERTSON

C. CARDOSO

K. BOWNES

ALTAR SERVERS

J. CARRICK
A. CARRICK

E. ROBERTSON
V. ROBERTSON

E. BIANCUZZO
T. HAN

B. FUNGA
J. WILKES

COLLECTORS

N & C SETH

G. DOYLE

E. FEW
M. SANDFORD

C. LUA
K. JEFFERIES

COMMENTATORS

R. WILLIAMS

M. OH

C. HACKETT

B. FUNGA

READERS

A. HEBITON
F. MEYERKORT

S, HOBDAY
M. ANDERSON

D. BARIN
L. HEALEY

R. RANIERI
C. COSTIN

EMOCH

K. PACYNA
A. WATSON
M. REGO
P. SEQUEIRA
S. SALDANHA
Me. REGO

B. LILLIS
M. DOWLING
M. ANDERSON

E. FEW
P. TRUEMAN
R. THORN
W. VAN ALEBEEK
L. ORIFICI
M. HARRIS

B. KERMAN
D. LONGO
M & G CINANNI
C. GELDENHUYS
R. PAUL

ALTAR SOCIETY: MRS J. GARDNER, MRS D. ALLEN
COUNTERS: G & M CINANNI, N & D THOMAS, J. D’CRUZ
PILGRIM STATUE: M. HANDYSIDE
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: L. ROBERTSON

Archdiocesan & Other News:
17 Mar ST PATRICK’S DAY MASS
St Patrick’s Day Mass will be celebrated on Friday, 17 March, 10am at St Mary’s Cathedral,
Victoria Square, Perth. Principal celebrant and homilist is Rev Fr Vincent Conroy. Please
note that there is limited parking at the Cathedral. Other parking is available at PCC Parking
Stations in the vicinity. The Red Cat free bus service runs past the Cathedral regularly and
stops at other convenient locations, particularly Perth Train Station. Click here for flyer. Further info: 08 9446 3784 or paultanham@tpg.com.au.
ADULT FAITH ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES: The Centre for Faith Enrichment has a
variety of short courses and one-off events on offer at several locations throughout Perth and
online (very user friendly and no need to travel!). No prior learning is required, the environment is always relaxed and friendly, and there are no exams or assignments. For more information, visit www.cfe.org.au or simply call 9241 5221 for a Term One brochure.
PERTH CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY
‘Year of Youth’ Project Worker (Full time position – 2 year contract)
The Perth Catholic Youth Ministry office is seeking a vibrant project worker to join the Youth
Ministry team. This role will be a temporary position for 2 years and will be working to provide
support and training for adults to engage in the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
‘Year of Youth’, across parishes, schools, communities and movements in the Archdiocese
of Perth. A copy of the full job advertisement & job description is available on
www.cym.com.au. Applications close Monday 6 February 2017.

If Public Holiday falls on Mon/
Wed/Fri, Mass/Communion
Service will be celebrated at
7.30am
Reconciliation:
Sat:
11am—12noon
4.30pm-5.30pm
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
Mon: 7.30am—5pm
Tues/Thurs: 9.30am—5pm
Wed/Fri: 7.30am—5pm
Sat: 8am—12noon
Rosary Groups:
For the Sick: Mon—7pm
For Priest & Vocations: Sat—8am
Cenacle: Thurs—9.30am
Prayer Group:
Mary Mother of Sorrows: Thurs
@ 1pm in Fr Albert Lynch Room
Baptisms: Sundays @ 11.30am
Marriages: By appointment

PARISH
SAFEGUARDING
OFFICERS:
Karl Brown
Frances Meyerkort
Ondine Komnick
PARISH EVENTS:
7/2—Mass of Healing @ 9am
8/2— PREP Registrations @ 4pm
9/2—Liturgy Meeting @ 7.30pm
12/2—Morning Tea @ 8.30am
16/2—PPC Meeting @ 7.30pm
23/2—Finance Meeting @ 7.30pm
25/2—Parish Busy Bee @ 8am
26/2— Morning Tea @ 10.30am
PLEASE PRAY FOR RECENTLY
DECEASED:
ANNIVERSARIES: Glen Wood,
Mary O’Connor, Patricia Arnold, all
deceased benefactors of the
parish and all
departed family
and
Friends.
Please remember
all the sick in our
Parish.

ST BENEDICT’S NEWS:
7.30AM PARISH MORNING TEA,
SUNDAY, 12 February
Please come along and join us for a cuppa, chat
and meet new friends. A plate to share would be
most appreciated. Thank you.
Roster:

ALTAR SERVERS’ TRAINING
You may ask, “What does an Altar Server do?”
Helps set up the church for Mass
Assists the priest at Mass
What are the qualifications to be an Altar Server?
From Year 4 up
Reliable and willing to serve at Mass
Able to attend training sessions.
So we are calling all current servers and those who would like to
become an altar server to a training session on FRIDAY,
3 FEBRUARY at 3.30-4.40pm. If you are interested, please
contact the Parish office on 9364 1120 for a registration form.
Thank you.

Teaching Religious Education after School
Religious education is a lifelong process that guides the baptized into
‘intimacy with Jesus Christ’ (Catechesi Tradendae). Religious
education is more than formal instruction; it is a conscious pathway to
the development of the whole person as a model of Christ
and permeates all facets of life in a Catholic community.
Its foundations are laid in the home and built in partnership within the parish
community.
For more
information contact Colleen
on 9364 1120

TERM I—BACK TO SCHOOL
Drivers please be aware of our school children as
they return back to school this week. The school
bell goes at 8.30am in the morning and 3.00pm
at the end of the day. There will be many little
bodies running around the carpark and many
new parents driving around, so we ask for your
patience and charity to all. Thank you.

SACRAMENT OF HEALING MASS
TUESDAY, 7 FEBRUARY @ 9AM
Healing is for all people. God
has the power to heal all
afflictions, physically or
spiritually. It is up to us, His
people to ask Him to heal us.
Morning tea will follow in the
Albert Lynch room. You may know someone
who would love to come but needs transport,
then please phone Anne on 0477 284 906

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR
CHILDREN ATTENDING NONCATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Our parish runs an intensive after school
Religious Education program for
those children in Pre-primary to 6 who are
not attending Catholic schools. The program
also prepares children for the Sacraments of
First Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation.
Our catechists made everything possible by
teaching and guiding the children in their
faith development. We hope to keep this
important ministry going - we are always
looking for catechists and helpers.
It’s a very rewarding ministry! Catechists are
just ordinary Catholics like you and me, so
don’t be afraid to put your hand up - all we
need are good men and women who love
children and love their Catholic Faith. We’ll
train you, provide you with all the materials
you need, and give you some children who
are eager to learn all they can in order to
progress along their faith journey.
PREP classes are held on Wednesdays at
4pm. Enrolments will take place on
Wednesday, 8 February from 4-5pm.
Forms are available in the foyer or on our
website:
www.stbenedicts.net.au.
Classes begin on Wednesday
15 February at 4pm to 5pm.
For all queries, please contact
Colleen on 9364 1120
Please note that fees for the
year can be paid at enrolment.

New Parishioners, and those not so new, who wish to update their census details: Please put your
name and address in the space below and drop into the collection basket or email to the office. Thanks!
Name____________________________________________Email____________________________
Residential Address_______________________________________ No of People in household______
PS: If you would like to join the Applecross Parish Planned Giving Programme and give your financial
support to maintaining the parish buildings and grounds, please tick this box and Colleen, the Parish
Secretary, will organise for a set of planned giving envelopes to be issued to you.

Next Week’s Readings:
1st Reading: Is 58:7-10

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
2nd Reading: 1 Cor 2:1-5

Gospel: Mt 5:13-16

WELCOME TO NEW
PARISHIONERS
Please fill-in a Membership Form available from
the turn stand in the
foyer of the Church and
post or hand-in to the
Parish Office. Thank you.

REFLECTION: by Richard Leonard SJ
Sometimes when we hear a sermon our reaction can be, ‘What would he know?’ ‘If only he
knew the complexities of my life, he would soon change his tune!’ It’s true that some of us
have not been sensitive to the human frailties of the congregation in front of us and we
have not been able to communicate our own frailties in the words we deliver.
The Sermon on the Mount is a model for all of us in every way. When Jesus says ‘Blessed are
you’ he is not being patronising, glossing over all sorts of tough human realities with, ‘Well
done, keep it up, be happy and we’ll fix it all up in heaven.’
In the Hebrew Scriptures, a blessing is the discovery that God is present and active in one’s
experience, right here and right now. So the Beatitudes are saying that you do not need to
go past your own daily struggles to find the presence of God. Jesus tells us that if we are
poor, compassionate, mournful, campaigning for a just society and suffering because of it,
gentle, innocent, a peacemaker or a martyr, we are encountering, in a special way, the
presence of God.
The God of the Beatitudes is a companion with us in every experience we go through. God is
our best friend, walk-ing beside us as we get out of bed and meet the days we would rather
not face.
Sadly, God-as-friend is a rich image not used as much as it should be. We choose our
friends, we like to spend time with them, we tell our intimate friends
things we tell few others. Sometimes, when
we are on top of the world or in a crisis we
call our best friends ahead of our family.
And we know our friends like us because
they seek us out and want to share our life.
Jesus is the best friend we could ever have,
interested in every daily event and he’s
there for us at every moment in life. Yet he
doesn’t barge in. He waits patiently for an
invitation to enter our lives at whatever
level we want.
Jesus-as-friend doesn’t give us old-fashioned
sermons, but rather meets us where we are,
embraces us and holds us close when the
going gets tough and helps us find the way
forward. Jesus-as-friend is the greatest
CHILDREN’S
Beatitude
of all.CORNER:

